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Z The INTRODUCTION. 
ee H1S Paper is the Foundation of a very large and ufe- 
ge ful Defigo, which, if ic meet with fuitable Encou- 
; ragement, Permuiffs Superiorum, may contribute to 


Setting the Affairs of Europe in a Clearer Light, and to pre- 
_vent the various uncertain Accounts, and the Partial Refleti- 
ons of our Street-Scriblers, who Daily and Monthly Amnafe 
Mankind with Stories of Great ViGories when we are Beaten, 
‘Miracles when we Conquer, and a Multitude of Unaccountable 
and Inconfiftent Stories, which have at leaft this Effet, That 
People are poffeft with wrong Notions of Things, and Na~ 
tious Wheedled to believe Nonfenfe and Contradiction. 
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As thefe Papers may be Colle‘ted into Volumes, they wil — 
Compofe a Compleat Hiftory of Frazce, the Antient Part of = 
which fhall be a faithful Abridgement ‘of former Authors, 
and the Modern Affairs ftated, as Impartially and as Me- 
thodical as the length of this Paper will permit. 

As we blame our Enemies for being Partial to themfelves, 
and for filling their Gazettes with French Rhodomontades, 
we fhall carefully avoid the fame Errour, and give even the 
French themfelvcs full Satisfa€tion for thofe of our own Writers, 
who are Guilty that way, by fufficiently Expofing them in our 
more Diverting part of this Paper: 

We fhall particularly have a Regard to the Rife and Fall 
of the Proteftant Religion in the Dominions of France; and 
the Reader, if the Author live, and is permitted to purfue the 
Defign, fhall find this Paper a Ufeful Index, to turn him to 
the beft Hiftorians of the Church in all Ages. 

Here he fhall find the mighty Struggle the Proteftant Churches 
met with in that Kingdom for near 200 Years; the Strong 
Convulfions of their Expiring Circumftances ; the True Hi- 
ftory of the vaft Expence and mighty Endeavours of this 
Nation to fupport them ; and at laft, the fudden and vio- 
lent Deftruction of them in France, by the Solemn Revocati- 
on of the Edi& of Nantes. 

Here the Reader will, as far as poflible, have a True Hi- 
ftory of the Gallican Church, in her Sollitude and Sufferings, 
her Condué& in a Perfecuted State, and juft Obfervations on 
the Scattering her Profeflors over all Parts of the Chriftian 

orld. 

We fhall give as Exa& an Account, as can be had from 
good Authorities of all the Confeffors of this Church, whofe 
Blood has Dyed the Hands.of her Enemies, and for which 
fome Body muft Anfwer. 

All along we fhall profecute, with as much Care as pof- 
fible, the Genuine Hiftory of what happens in the Matters of 
State and War, now carried on in Exrope, by this Vigorous 
Nation, wherein we fhall Convince the World by the Scquel, 
that we fhall follow Truth as clofe as it is poflible, and hu- 
man Frailty excepted, fhall never fail to lead the World into. 


ne plain and clear Light of Affairs which every Wife Man 
ovets, 
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Wher 


Men are eafily capable to Judge, 
why Things are done, and will begin to fee be- 

in the World, whereas all the Obfervations or Re- 
ever yet met with, ferve but to Amufe Mankind, 


Thus we raife Clouds before Men’s Eyes, and then com. 
plain no Body fees but our felves; what we would not 
fee, we will not own, make all our Calculations on our 
own fide, and Dofe our Readers with continued Fumes of our 
own Brain. 

This brings the World to a conftant Intoxication, that we 
can talk of nothing but ViGory, and the Enemy is always 
_ Beaten, tho’ we lofe never fo much Ground. 

If a Town be loft to the Enemy, then we pleafe our 
Reader with the Vigorous Defence, and Gallant Sallies made 
by the Garrifon: If our Armies receive a Foil, then the 
Bravery of our Troops in making fuch or fuch a Retreat, 
and every fubfequent Paper brings fo many Men to their Co- 
 lours, that few or none are kill’d er taken. 

For our Parts, and yet we hope without Offence, when a 
Battle is fought, we refolve to give you a fincere and juft 
- Relation of Fatt; if we are Beaten we fhall not be afham’d to 
own it; and if we Conquer, we fhall not be afraid to fay 
fo, and relate the Particulars. 

2 The World therefore may be fure to find here, to the 
xg beft of our Power, a Relation fo Exa&, That no Glofs hall 
g 
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need to be fet forth; and both Sides being Examin’d, the 
Particulars referr’d to the general Opinion of all Men. 

Not that we fhall pretend to a conftant Supply of News, 
but as the Publick Papers inform the World of what is done 
in their way of Management, we fhall go on with what need- 
ful ReGtifications the Cafe requires. 

As we fhall be Impartial to our own Relators, and unra- 
vel fometimes the ridiculous and inconfiftent Stories we meet 

with there, fo we fhall find Occafion to take in pieces the 
particular Accounts given by the Enemies, and divert the 
Reader fometimes with the Rhodomontado of the French. 
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- All-this will be the Natural-Confquence of a“ dili 


Enquiry after Truth, -and laying .before the Worldthe Naked = 
Profpeét of Fact, as it really is; For this Paper is not defign’d — 
for fo Trivial an occafion, as only Bantering the Nonfenceofa. 
few News-Writers, - tho’ that may come.in: often enough by 2 
the way: But'the.Matter of our Account will be real Hiftory, Bd 
and juft Obfervation. ; ; a. 
Nor -fhall ‘we Embroil -our felves with Parties, but-pur- 
fue the Truth;. find ber. out,. when a Crowd of-Lyes and 
Noafence has almoft fmother’d her, and fet.her.up, fo as 
fhe may be both feen and heard. 

After our Serious Matters are over, we thal] at the end 
i of every Paper, Prefent you with-a little’ Diverfiop, as any 
: thing occurs to make the World Merry ;. and whether Friend 
: or Foe, one Party or another, if any thing tappens'fo {candae, 
lous, aS to require an open Reproof, the World may meet 
with it there. 
We hope to offend no-fide,: and unlefs our Paper fuffers- 
in the. General Conflagration of Pamphlets, viz, By an A& 
of Parliament, we fear not being call’d before Authority, 
or to the Barr of the Houfe:;. for we- have learnt more | 
Manners than to affront a Governmeat., under. which. we 
enjoy alj that we can claim a,Right, co, with the utmoit 
Liberty. 

We rather hope-to make our -‘Governours, Judges, -and 
Approvers of our Work, by .the Merit of an Impartial 
and: Exa& Hiftorical: Pen. And: if our heft Condu& can 
add to the Value of the Paper, it fsalt be a Hiftery more. 
tha : ordinary, Particular ; for Impartial, and; Authentick. 

ruth. 

As to our Brethren of the Worthipful Company of New/- 
Writers, Fellows of Scriblers College, Students in Politicks, 
and Profeffors in Contradiftiqn;.. we prepare. them this Hint 
as a fair Warning. 

_Let them pleafe toto be.carefyl, not to, Impofe .Abfur- 
dities and. Contradi@ions in, their. Weekly-Papers, and they 
fhall meet with no Il] Treatment from this Paper: Nay, 
we will forgive them /mall Errata’s, and tlips of the Pen ; 
nor will we always quarrel with them. for Errors in’ Geo- 
gtapby ; but if they tell us a Lye, that a Man may feel 
wigh his Foot, and not only Proclaim their own Folly, but 
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are very free with their: Maker. .Our. Scandalous Club is» 
a New Corporation Ere&ed on putpofe to. make Iaquifiti-. 
ne a fuch Matters, and will treat them ‘but fcunvily* as they: 

erve. ae Ae 

And being now upon the. Introduction; "tis neceflary to: 
Explain a little. what we mean, by the Errors-and Non-- 
fence of our Newf-Writers, which we:intend:to be thus: 
free with, and that we may give you a Lawful Specimen. 
of the Fa&, and fo:avoid’ being -Jadi&ed for Scandal, ; the 
Reader is humbly refer’d to a-Cersain Newf Writer; call’d- 
Fhe London Poft of the 21ft of s4ugu/t laft,., where in Advice 
from the Hague, by: way of Lisbon, we are acquainted with+. 
fome News trom Paris. ee en ee | 

Now becaufe all Men are not Geographers, nor evetfn 


body does not know, but that: Lise may lie id tae Road — 


between Paris and the Hague; and fo: thé..kettersimay come, — 
by the Ordinary Poft; the Dutch, ds dome fays shaving re-.- 
new’d their Correfpondence,.1 think it :might,ngt.be impro-. - 
per to let the Reader know that this is juf as Dire@- an [a-, 
telligence, as it they fhou’d fay, Pande 

There are Letters from Jamaica, by the laff Eaft India Ship, 
wh.ch give’ a more particular Account of a great Fight in... 
Flanders. 

And that the News this Retrograde Account brings, might: 
be as Cater-Corner’d as the way of its Coming; the Advice 
adds, that when the moft Chriftian King heard thatthe King®f — 
Portugal had enter’d into the Grand Alliance, his Majefty fhould 
fay, he would teach that Little King to feel the weight of bis Arms 

Methinks they who know any thing of the King of France, | 
might have had more Manners to his Character, than to- 
have made fuch a Speech as that for him; for without 
doubt, he who has known above 50 Year, how to Aé& like 
a King, knows better how to Talk like a King than that 
comes to————— And they who have the worft Opinion of 
his Honefty, never told us they hed an Ill Opinion. of his 
Witt—— at leait they fhould have made a Speech for him 
a little like a King; but this is fuch a Boyifh aera 
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_ -If they come to Banter Religion, Sport: with things Sa- 
_ ered, and dip their Pens in Bletphem¢; ahi fore: Mimexthep 
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Sead ae that two for s Of Fluxes f 
and French Armies, this is very prob | 
fs fect of Armies lying long in a place, 
os “true, but then comes in Mr. Newf-Writer a 
Friends, will have no Body Die but in the Enem 
is fuch a piece of ridiculous Banter, that they ae 
thus us’d, ought indeed to be Impos’d upon to. . 
the Chapter. : 
As occafions of this See offer themfelves, eae ap 
will not fail to fet you to rights. Not that the Auert 
it worth while, to take up your Hours always, to tell 
how your Pockets are Pickt, and your Sences impos’d up 
only now and then, where ’tis a little grofler than Ord die 
Rary: 
For the Body of this Paper, we fhall endeavour to fill: ite 
with Truth of €a&, and not improper Reflections; the 
Stories we tell you hall be True, and our Obfervations, as 
near as we can, fhall be juft, and both fhall Study the Reae 
ders Profit and Diverfion. a 
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Of the French Nation 


a UR Ancient Englifh Hiftories have always fpoken of the 
NS French with a great deal of Contempt, and the Englift 
Nation have been apt enough to have very mean Thoughts of: ; 
them from Tradition, as an Effeminate Nation. ss 
~__ ThisI am apt to believe, proceeds from the Uninterrupted . Ss 
-Vi&tories which our Anceftors have obtained over them in the 
Reign of Edward the lft. Henry the IIld. and Henry the Veh. in 
all which Wars, it muft be allow’d that the Englifh were always 
_ Superiour to them in the Field’; and even their own Hiftories 
_ cannot Deny, but when ever they met in the Field upon equal 
_ Terms, the French always had the worft of it. 

; Aad notonly fo, but Edward the Black Prince, as all our 
_ Hiftorians agree, fought the famous Battel of Crefy, againft 
80000 French with the contemptible. Number of 12000 
Englifh. 

This was fuch a Foundation for Pofterity, to take up their 
_ mean Cpinion of a Nation, as muft be acknowledg’d to be very 
juft, and the Comparifon between the Englifh and the French ix 
_ thofe Days, feem’d to ftand upon the fame Foot,as the like Com- 
- parifon now does between the Swede and the Afa/covite, upon 
the Succefs of the Battel at Narva, where the prefent King 
of Sweden Attackt an Army of 12c000 Mu/covites Fortify’d 
and Entrench’d, with lefs than 20000 Men. 

If thofe Accounts of the Black Prince are True, our mean 
Thonghts of the French Nation feem’d to be Deduc’d from 
Unqueftionable Authority. 

But whatever the Frezch were in former Days, however 
-Effemipate their Kings or People, It muft be own’d the Cafe is 
alter’d with them, and we find them to our lofs, a Bold, Advene 
turous, Wife, Politick and Martial People ; that thelr Hone- 
fty is as much better’d as their Bravery 1 won’t Determine, 
and let no Man forejudge me for giving too great an Encomium 
to our Enemies ; J am not confidering them as Enemies, but as 
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Belides, what fhall we fay for our own Reputation in tne | 


World, if the Freneb are not ftrangely imprav’d from the Effe- 
minacy of their Anceftors, we muft be ftrangely funk from the 
Martial Gallantry of Ours. Ifi Henry the Vth, Single and Ua- 
aflifted by Confederates, Conquer’d 19 Parts in 20 of the whole 
Kingdom of France in 2 Years time; we have a ftrange In- 
ftance to Anfwer for, who have been 14 Years Fighting with 
thm, and been backt in the War with four parts in Seaven 
of all Ewrope,and are yet as far off from reducing them, in 
outward Appearance, as we were at Firft. 

Either there ‘are ftrange Errors of Condu& or Degeneracy 
of Courage to be Accounted for. Or elfe the Lrench Nation 
are all that! have faid of them, and a great deal more. 

Nor am I afraid that any Body, fhould fufpe& meof De- 
 figning to Magnifie the Vertue and Improvement of the Ene- 
my; in Order to Difcourage our Friends, and Undervalue my 
‘Native Country, for Vil clear this Paper in that refpett by the 
Confequences and leave all Men to Judges 

Astothe Courage, Condua, .and Policy of the French; we 
have too many Inftances in our Memory to make any reae 
fonable Man Doubt it. and our Next hall a little Enter upon 
the Ways and Means, the Time, the Caufes and Degrees, 
when, and -by which they haverifen, from a Contemptible 
releases, to a Martial Terrible Nation, as it is at this 

ay. 
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